GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
correspond to real intentions. For what has still to come in
Central Europe will be the logical outcome of Germany's pre-
ponderance of power, which is such that she can now dispense
with territorial changes without suffering any loss of power.
Further territorial changes are entirely unnecessary for the
achievement of German hegemony, which would be attainable
even in the West less through annexations than through the
incorporation of existing States in a German federal system.
But the renunciation of warlike operations and territorial
changes does not by any means sum up the actual aims of
National Socialism. The question is what will Hitler do with
the hegemony he has virtually attained in Europe, or at least
in Eastern Europe. What are the actual aims of National
Socialism in foreign policy? Hegemony can be exercised
peacefully and with moderation, as the passage quoted from
Bismarck shows. But it can also have very different implica-
tions. And there can be no question that National Socialism
proposes to use its European predominance in a totally
different way from that envisaged by Bismarck.
What Germany is aiming at is not revanche, not the restoration
of the frontiers of 1914, but "total revision," "a completely
different order" (G. Wirsing, 1934); a "rerum innovatio" a "new
rejuvenation of the world," in Burckhardt's words. The
German nation cannot "permit itself" "yet another confine-
ment within a small space" in "a period of great spaces,
hastening forward precipitately with seven-league boots"
(Haushofer).* Does not a rejuvenation take place always
through the incursion of crude and misshapen forces, whose
subconscious pressure only gradually gives place to a conscious
mil?
Not the conclusion but the perpetuation of the revolution
is the characteristic of the peak of German foreign policy
*Kein nochmaliges Meinraumiges Zurtickbleiben Pointer einer] gross-
ramnigen jail nut Siebenmeilenstiefela voran eilenden Zeit gestation.